Blair County LICC Meeting – via Zoom
3/19/26
9:30 am 

The meeting was called to order by Julianne Luciano. 

In attendance:  Julianne Luciano – IU8, Kelly Popich – Blair County Infant/Toddler EI, Julie Nelson – Altoona Area School District ELECT, Julie Della – IU8, Mary Ann Pleva – IU8, Sherri Hack – Blindness and Visual Services, Sue Bumbarger – Kids First, Amanda Lykens – CABC Head Start, Cora Hess – Parent, Katie Beem – ELRC 6 Coach, Heather Fleck – North Star Services EI, Katie Link – The Academy EEC, Imola Wible – Family Resource Center, Tyler Wertz – Blair County State Health Center, Amanda Kurtz – Altoona Area School District Learning Express, Nicole Niper – The Learning Lamp, Lynn Ruggles – Altoona Area School District Learning Express,  Dr. Kourtney Klock – Tyrone Area School District, Tracy Weaver – PennAEYC, Terri Shultz – Parent to Parent, Kayla Lafferty – Blair Therapies, Bobbie Albright – CABC PreK Counts, Cathy Burkett – ELRC 6, Brandi Binakonsky – EITA

Review of minutes from the 1/12/26 meeting.  Minutes were approved as written.

Parent to Parent presentation, Terri Shultz
Terri Shultz shared information about Parent to Parent of PA. Referrals are made by EI and other programs and parents can be matched with more than one peer. In 2024-2025 there were 1029 successful parent matches, with over 1000 peer supporters. Spring Cafes will be advertised soon.  If you have questions or would like more information, please contact Terri at tshultz@parenttoparent.org or (717) 994-4243. Terri asked if members in attendance could complete a survey about the presentation today.  QR code for the survey link can be found below:
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Policy & Procedure 
A meeting will be scheduled with the required parties to develop the 2026-2027 Blair County LICC Interagency Agreement in the coming months.

Child Find/Service Delivery
· Referrals are still going well
· Week of the Young Child event will be held April 11th 

Membership 
All EI programs in Blair are continuing to share information with families to encourage participation. If there are other parents that we should reach out to, please let Julianne or Kelly know.

Education and Training
· IMH/IECMH Endorsement 
The County has entered into an agreement with Soar for Life for Wendy Whitlock to provide reflective supervision for anyone that’s interested in obtaining IMH/IECMH Endorsement.  More information can be found here: https://www.pa-aimh.org/endorsement.html. Reach out to Kelly Popich if anyone is interested. 

· EITA updates, Brandi Binakonsky
· EITA portal changes (color schemes, wording, etc) to align with assistive technology standards for vision concerns
· Topics of interest to focus on Social Emotional Development this month
· Can complete a site search by topic on the EITA portal
· Targeted training related to assistive technology will also be highlighted
· Any additional updates will be sent via email 

Agency Updates
Family Resource Center, Imola Wible
· Week of the Young Child event has been scheduled for April 11 at the Logan Valley Mall from 11 am- 2 pm. Members were asked to share the information with families.
· FRC is currently at full capacity, but that could fluctuate so referrals are still welcome

PennAEYC , Tracy Weaver
PennAEYC and partners released a new report on EI.  "Strengthening Connections: Early Intervention and Behavioral Health Services for Infants and Toddlers in Pennsylvania." This report presents findings from a statewide project exploring how Pennsylvania’s Infant and Toddler Early Intervention program and behavioral health systems can effectively address the mental health needs of infants and toddlers. Through a combination of research, survey questions and focus groups, the project identified both systemic challenges and promising opportunities for cross-sector collaborations to achieve common goals. The report link is https://www.pennaeyc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/PennAEYC-EI-Program-Report-2026.pdf
ELRC 6, Katie Beem 
Professional Development Day for childcare providers is being held March 28, 2026 at the Blair County Convention Center. Agencies who are setting up an informational table can set up at 7:30 am, registration at 8:00. Agencies can stay through lunch then are welcome to leave. Any questions can be sent to Katie Beem kbeem@ccaofpa.org or call (814) 494-2764. 
Next meeting: Thursday, May 21, 2026 at 9:30 am via Zoom 
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